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A Message from the Superintendent

During our conversations with the community last year,
residents strongly indicated that they supported creating a middle
school for 7th and 8th grade students at Shawnee High School. In
the final community survey conducted in the spring of 2016, nearly
93 percent of respondents supported that plan.
Many schools are pursuing this set-up for students because of
the many advantages to having a middle school and high school
within one facility. Students will have access to accelerated courses, we may have
the opportunity to extend some of our elective programming to younger grades, and
we will be able to ensure continuity for our students with disabilities as middle and
high school staff work together to provide support. Research shows that when 7th
through 12th grades are housed in the same facilities, students transition more easily
to the critical high school years that appear on college applications.
Because of these advantages and more, our 7th and 8th grade students will
move to Shawnee Middle School, housed at Shawnee High School, this fall. That
move will happen regardless of the outcome of the May 2 bond issue (see page 3 for
more details), because it is in the best interest of all Clark-Shawnee students.
Just as the Board of Education felt strongly that this was the best path forward
for our district, board members felt strongly that this move should be carefully
planned to make a smooth transition and ensure that students are well-supported
from the start. Our administration, led by Mrs. Pam Young, has been working
diligently to plan for next year’s changes and create a positive experience for all
involved.
Over the coming months, we will be introducing the students and parents who
will be part of this change to Shawnee Middle School. We look forward to the exciting
opportunities that this future will hold for Clark-Shawnee students for years to come.
Sincerely,
Gregg Morris
Superintendent

District Plans for Middle
School Transition
Clark-Shawnee administrators and teachers are
diligently planning for a smooth transition for middle
school students in the fall of 2017.
Beginning in the 2017-18 school year, 7th and 8th
grade students will attend a middle school within
Shawnee High School. This move has many benefits,
including:
 The opportunity for students to accelerate in
subjects they are advanced in without losing
additional class time for travel
 Continuity for students with disabilities as middle
and high school staff can work together to support
them as they transition through their final years of
school
 More opportunities for staff to work together to
share best practices and align curriculum to meet
students’ needs
 Additional support to help students transition from
middle school to high school smoothly
A committee of middle school student ambassadors
(pictured, right) has been established to include
students in the planning process.
The group meets monthly with Rockway teacher Miss
Jennifer Persaud, who is leading them in the
process.

Principals Prepare for New Assignments
Amanda Ike, Principal of Reid School, has accepted the position of Shawnee Middle
School Principal starting in the Fall of 2017. During her time at Reid School, Mrs. Ike has
helped foster an environment for students, families and teachers to form partnerships and
be successful by working together.
Rockway Principal Mrs. Christina Elliott has agreed to accept the position of principal
at Reid School for the 2017-18 school year. At Rockway, Mrs. Elliott helped her staff and
students create a positive and engaging learning environment and she leaves Rockway
positioned to continue their success with Mrs. Amanda Shaffer as Principal in the fall.
Mrs. Shaffer is currently the Assistant Principal at Possum School and has worked
closely with the staff and students there to develop the leadership skills and experience to
allow her to continue Rockway’s success.
Mrs. Michelle Heims will continue to lead Possum School as Principal and the
administrators at Reid and Possum will be supported part-time by current Reid School
Assistant Principal Chris Campbell.

Voters Will Decide Bond
Issue in May 2 Election
The Clark-Shawnee Local School District Board of Education voted unanimously
on Tuesday, Jan. 10, to place an opportunity to partner with the state to build and
renovate schools in the district on the May 2 ballot.
If approved, the bond issue will provide funding for renovations for Shawnee High
School, grades 9-12, and the middle school, grades 7 & 8, within the facility and for
construction of a new elementary building for a primary school, grades PreK-3, and an
intermediate school, grades 4-6, within the facility at the southeast corner of Selma and
Possum roads on land the district owns.
"We have a limited opportunity to make sure our community benefits from the
state share of 30 percent funding to address our aging facilities," said Board President
David DeHart. "After hearing from community members in recent weeks that this is the
right plan for the future of Clark-Shawnee Local Schools, the board felt it was important
to give the community this opportunity to move forward with a plan developed based on
the community's preferences for schools facilities."
The plan was developed in the spring of 2016 based on community surveys and
forums, where respondents overwhelmingly preferred the option to renovate the high
school, create a middle school for 7th and 8th grade within Shawnee High School, and
unite the district's kindergarten through 6th grade students in one facility housing a
primary and intermediate school. The plan was previously voted on in November 2016,
and was rejected by approximately 170 votes.
Updating technology, implementing modern safety and security
recommendations, and the expense of maintaining aging facilities are among the
challenges presented by the district's current elementary buildings, which average more
than 80 years old.
"Some of our facilities and critical systems like heating, plumbing, and electric, are
approaching nearly 100 years old," said Superintendent Gregg Morris. "Keeping those
buildings operating comes at great economic expense to our taxpayers. Without the
bond issue, experts have estimated that keeping the aging buildings running will cost
about $20 million over the next 10 years - with no assistance from the state. With this
bond issue, Clark-Shawnee students will learn in updated, safe and efficient educational
facilities, and our community will benefit from the state facilities dollars that have been
used in neighboring school systems "
If approved, the 5.30-mill proposed ballot issue would generate $37.2 million over
37 years and the state’s Ohio Schools Facilities Commission would contribute an
additional $15.6 million, or about 30 percent of the cost through a funding partnership
offered to Ohio schools called the Exceptional Needs Program. It would cost an
additional $185.50 per year (or $15.46 per month) for the owner of a $100,000 home.
The OSFC gives districts 13 months to secure voter approval of a bond
issue. After August, the 30 percent funding match is no longer guaranteed for ClarkShawnee schools.
School district leaders will continue to meet with the community to provide details on the
plan and to answer any questions throughout the spring.

Shawnee Breakfast Program Earns Honors
The Clark-Shawnee Local School District is proud to announce that the
district’s breakfast program has been selected as the School Breakfast Program of
the Year by the Children’s Hunger Alliance.
The program will be recognized at the Alliance’s 22nd Annual Menu of Hope
luncheon on Monday, February 27, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus.
“Research shows us that when kids come to school hungry, they are
distracted from learning and unable to focus on school,” said Assistant
Superintendent Mr. Brian Kuhn. “Clark-Shawnee is committed to doing all we can
to support our kids in making the most of the outstanding education offered in this
district, and offering a breakfast program to help students start each morning right
is just one way we work toward that goal.”
The award is given out annually to recognize just a few of the outstanding
programs that Children’s Hunger Alliance works with to fight childhood hunger in
Ohio by providing children access to healthy food, nutrition education and physical
activity.
“We want to congratulate our Food Service Director, Mr. Josh Ashley, and all
of the employees who work in our cafeterias each day to provide nutritious meals
for Clark-Shawnee students to enjoy,” said Mr. Kuhn. “This award is a clear symbol
that the hard work they put in is making a difference for our students.”
Founded in 1970, Children’s Hunger Alliance is a statewide nonprofit
organization dedicated to ending childhood hunger.

Registration Starts Soon for 2017-18 Kindergarten
Clark-Shawnee Local School District will hold Kindergarten Registration for the
2017-2018 school year beginning March 6.
Parents can register their kindergarten students from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
March 6 through 10 at the Clark-Shawnee Local Administrative Office, 3680
Selma Road, in Springfield. Clark-Shawnee Local Schools offers all-day
kindergarten.
Students registering must be 5 years of age by August 1, 2017. Please bring
the following required documents:
 Original certified copy of child’s Birth Certificate (from Health
Department)
 Immunization Record
 Proof of Residency (gas, electric, lease or mortgage)
 Photocopy of Parent or Guardian’s Driver License
 Custody Papers (if applicable
If you have any questions about the required documentation, or kindergarten
for the 2017-18 school year, please contact the board office at 937-328-5378.
Preschool registration for students ages 3 to 5 for the fall of 2017 is now open.
Please contact Rockway School at 937-328-5385 for information.

Shawnee Hosts Middle
School for Science Day
Shawnee High School held a Science Day
for middle school students in December,
introducing students to the engaging science
courses and labs that they will have access to
when Shawnee Middle School begins in the fall
of 2017.
The high school students and teachers
planned a day of fun day of fun, hands-on
science activities and demonstrations for 7th and
8th grade students.
“We recognize that change can be scary
for students so we want to help this transition to
Shawnee Middle School go as smoothly as
possible for them,” said Ms. Amanda Ike, newlynamed middle school principal. “By introducing
them to the building and all that the new middle
school will have to offer them, we hope they will
feel more comfortable and excited about all the
possibilities for next year.”
Events to introduce students and their
families to the new Shawnee Middle School at
Shawnee High School will be planned throughout
the spring and summer.

Students Celebrate 100 Days of Learning and Fun
The first and second grade
classes at Reid School
celebrated the 100th day of
learning and fun at school in a
big way!
The students (and their
teachers) enjoyed a lot of fun
activities including dressing like
they were 100 years old.
The students were very
creative with glasses, hair,
outfits, canes, and even a few
walkers.
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Possum Students Volunteer at Soup Kitchen
Eighth grade Possum students are giving back to their community
this holiday season at the Springfield Soup Kitchen.
Students were discussing empathy and opportunities to make an
impact in their community, and reached out to the Springfield Soup
Kitchen to volunteer. On Sunday, Dec. 4, students volunteered at the
soup kitchen, serving approximately 200 homeless residents of Clark
County.
While discussing issues surrounding poverty, students were driven
to create emergency bags that included a water bottle, granola bars, fruit
snacks, candy, cough drops and tissues - basic essentials that are often
needed by the homeless population, according to the director and founder
of the Springfield Soup Kitchen. Students volunteered again at the Soup
Kitchen on Dec. 7.
"It has been an amazing experience for our students and they are
requesting that we continue to serve monthly," said Tracy Engel, school
social worker, who has worked with students to organize these
opportunities.

